!L School Safety

What Parents Need to Know

Presented by Advocates for Justice & Education, Inc.



i Agenda

= Examining D.C. Public School Police
Trends

= Effects of Zero Tolerance Disciplinary
Policies

= Tips for Parents



i In 2009...

= The U.S. Dept. of Education reported
that 11.3 percent of D.C. High School
Students reported being “threatened or
injured” with a weapon while on school
property during the previous year.

= [his rate is well above the national
average



The Washington Post reported

i in 2007....

= [hat nine violent school incidents are
reported on a typical day in
Washington, D.C.
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i 2001 Report

= Most assaults and robberies against
juveniles in D.C. occur between 3pm

and 4 pm, at the end of a traditional
school day.

= The weekday after-school commute had

the highest frequency of crimes against
District juveniles.




Zioradensay M 90-50 WAD - | 3qEL

(6007 £ 1 18N8y dsorxapuyssdrsdanmsod parsaouydiy 18 "§O0T—/ 00T ¥arinsg Ssiamu) 100435
SNEALL SINSNEIS LONEINPT 40} J31US0) [BUONEN 'UCNEINPT JO Juawnreds ] S PUe I80—/00T
'SAUNELY JUSWICIUT PaYPy PUEOY [COURS JBTIEYT) JGng BIGUUNIOT) JO 12LISIC] TE1ER JUSW|0Iua
[ocaas aggnd SIooUIS gng BIGUUNICD) JO 1DLISIC) 'S T | -0 O 153nbay 10y uoneuLIoiu) Jo
LIOPEEU 'SI00UIS BIGLUNIOT) 4O 1DLSKC] Ul SIUSpoUl 3wl jo adey | | g uaswnedag) aoy uel
OO OUE]. ENQUINOT) JO LS WOU) BIED U0 PESE] SUQIRINIED UDNEPUNCY SEEILESH [Sa0Inog

6019 . IUBW||SIul]
BLI 6T 1 S[0OUIG O IDCUUINP
oF £ STF'E - Q05°E sIuapIdu| |E10)
0LT £HT | 0sZT'I SIUSPIDU| JAIO [EIOL
9F | | L9 L9 SBLULIT) SBYKD)
10°0 £ £ S|QNoU | Ul 133140y 321104
000 0] 4] asuayo suodeaas,
o B & aunsodxg ussspu|
010 8t 6t SIOUSUND) JO SPUNoS
00| 65 |9 INPUOT) AHSPIosIC)
600 | | SASUYO SnaC]
£00 £l £l apIDINg
: EETT)
L8 TLE"I BEE"I syuapiou| Aaaadouy jeao)
£9°0 4=y C6T aSewen) Auadoay
o0 B H B LOS
0 0T 50T Oy U015
$9°0 | OF FOE Oy WOy Y3 |
960 | & It yayy
210 8/ 8 AreEang
: Kraadouy
181 098 Zl6 SIUBPIDU| IUB|OIA [EIS]
L0070 [ EE BIUIJO A, ISILUOC]
£E0°0 1 i G| JBNPO) INCH B SUNESSY
el 809 - Br7 Ynessyy apdung
£C0 50| LAl Ynessyy paleARIEEy
G000 | & | & uodeans, BUIDNIDxT Adaqgon
+0°0 £ L uodeaas, Yum Aiaqgoy
600 | £ sasUBRO) %95
000 _ _ SPILOH
IWB[OIA
SIUBPNIS SIUBPIDU| SIUIPIDU| awTy jo adi)
001 4=2d ey
E1B(] JUBWI||OIu] sjooyos
LRls sjooyas ' 'g :2Ngnd "O'a v
800C—L00C

Je3) |ooyss Sulng vaundeda aoijod ueijodounal.] aya o1 paadoday sy
S|ooydS J1qnd “D°d 1€ SIUIpPU| paje|ay-awiL)




i School Discipline

= Sometimes school discipline
policies are not successful in
correcting problem behaviors

= The child does not learn what the
school staff intended through the
use of punishments such as
suspension

pit



i Zero-tolerance policies

= defined as consistently enforced suspension
and expulsion policies in response to
weapons, drugs and violent acts in the school
setting.

= Over time, however, zero tolerance has come

to refer to school or district-wide policies that
mandate predetermined, typically harsh
consequences or punishments (such as

suspension and expulsion) for a wide degree

of rule violation.
8
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School to Prison Pipeline

Suspensions

Expulsions

Referrals to
Alternative Schools

Policing of School
Hallways

Referrals to

Adapted Slide
Juvenile Justice

from ECAC
Conferendd)
May 2010




i National Statistics

= In 2004, more than 3 million students
were suspended and 106,000 were
expelled

= This represents a 9.3% increase in
suspensions and a 7.4% increase in
expulsions since 2000

U.S. Department of Education
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i Why Zero-Tolerance Policies?

= They can remove
difficult students
from school

= Fast-acting
interventions that
send a clear,
consistent message
that certain
behaviors are
unacceptable at
school.
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National Enrollment vs. Disciplinary Actions

Source: Office for Civil Rights, 2002 Elementary and Secondary School Survey
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National Trends

African American students represent 17% of
public school enrollment, but 36% of out-of-
school suspensions (OSS)

Latino students represent 18% of public school
enrollment, but 16% of OSS

White students make up 59% of public school
enrollment and represent 44% of OSS

OSS results in student removal from school for
at least one day



Zero-tolerance policies

There is little scientific research
to show that zero-tolerance or
other "get tough'” measures are
effective in reducing school
violence or increasing school

safety.
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Discipline and Students
with Disabilities

* A conservative “self report” survey data shows that
one third of the students in the juvenile justice system
are IDEA eligible

 However, youth with disabilities may account for as
much as two-thirds or more of the total number of
youth in the juvenile justice system, while only
accounting for 10-12% of the general population in
school

* Yet, research shows that many incarcerated youth
with disabilities have not been identified for special
education

Adapted Slide from ECAC Conference May 2010
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A national study has shown that 32% of all
youth with SLD and 57% with ED are
arrested at least once

» Children with ED are more than three times
as likely to be arrested before leaving
school in comparison to other students

* The vast majority of juveniles in the juvenile
justice system are children with Emotional
Disturbance (ED) and children with Specific
Learning Disabilities (SLD) 17



Alternatives to Out of School

i Suspensions

Small, personalized schools

School-based violence prevention programs
Individual and group counseling

In-school suspension

Restorative justice programs

Saturday, after-school, or lunchtime detention
coupled with “pro-social behavior skills-
ouilding

Participation in community-based intervention
Drograms

Conflict resolution programs
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i What Can You Do To Help?

= Communicate with your children
= Know Your Child’s Friends
= Know Your Child’s Teachers

= Know When School Begins and Ends
= Know the route home

s Get Your Children Involved in

Extracurricular Activities @

[CHESS CLUB
\7




i More Recommendations...

= Get a copy of your school’s disciplinary
policy

= Know Your Rights!
= Persistently Dangerous School Rights

c
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Persistently Dangerous Schools

+

= According to DC law, a school will be designated
as persistently dangerous if the annual number
of officially reported violent crimes against
students on the school grounds during school
hours over a period of two consecutive years is
equal to or greater than:

= Five (5) for schools with enrolilments of 500
students or less; or

= 1 percent of the school’s official enrolilment for

schools with enroliments of 501 students or
more.
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+

= Students who attend such schools, or
who are the victims of a violent crime
while on the grounds of the school they
attend, are allowed to transfer to a safe
public elementary or secondary school,

including a public charter school, in the
same district.

22



DCPS Persistently Dangerous
‘L School Numbers

Zero
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i For More Information

s Contact AJE at our two locations:

“The Big Chair”; 2041 Martin Luther
King Jr, Ave. SE (202) 678-8060

2. 4201 Georgia Ave NW (202) 265-1432
www.aje-dc.org
Carmen.daugherty@aje-dc.org
Shanta.hendry@aje-dc.org
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